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GOLDFIELDS ARTS CENTRE 
BILL BEAMENT — WA SCHOOL OF MINES 

Statement by Member for Kalgoorline 
MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [12.56 pm]: One of the highlights of the NAIDOC Week events was 
a puppet show titled “How Languages Came to Be” held at the Goldfields Arts Centre in Kalgoorlie. The event 
was so popular, a repeat performance was held. The large-scale puppet show, which involved 47 local children, 
featured giant handmade puppets that were designed, built and manipulated by Kalgoorlie–Boulder youth with the 
assistance of Karen Heathy. I was also recently presented with a Goldfields Arts Centre petition. The petition was 
signed by 2 300 people from the goldfields community who are passionate about the value of the arts centre and 
its importance. The Goldfields Arts Centre is very much the creative hub of Kalgoorlie and is the only suitable 
space that can accommodate the larger events that are held in Kalgoorlie–Boulder, such as the recently held 
Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum conference. I would like to congratulate Esther Roadnight, chairwoman of 
Friends of the Arts Centre, for her commitment to the Goldfields Arts Centre. 
Mr Bill Beament, president of the WA School of Mines, has announced that he is stepping down from his role at 
WASM. Mr Beament, who is also executive chairman of Northern Star Resources, has been influential and highly 
productive in his role as president of WASM, identifying opportunities between his two roles to benefit the mining 
industry. Northern Star Resources recently pledged $50 million towards the proposed international centre of 
excellence in underground mining. 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder teenager 17-year-old Jade Woods has won the top division of the junior open squash 
championships, becoming the state’s junior number one ranking champion. In October, Jade will participate in the 
Australian junior championships in Geelong, Victoria. 
I recently attended a “Pitch for the Planet” event in Kalgoorlie, run by Millennium Kids Inc. Millennium Kids is 
a youth-led initiative, run by an all-youth board. 
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